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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIR (5 September 2024) 

TOPICS COVERED 

1. Landslides kill six in Nagaland; key national highway blocked (GS Paper-I: Geography) 

2. Modi takes aim at China in Brunei, says India does not back ‘expansionism’ (GS Paper-II: India- 

ASEAN) 

3. Latest ILO study links AI to dip in labour income (GS Paper-III: Employment) 

4. Centre, Tripura sign peace accord with insurgent groups in the State (GS Paper-III: Internal 

security) 

5. South Africa, India ink pact on submarine rescue mission (GS Paper-II: India-Australia) 

6. ‘90% projects under Smart Cities Mission completed’ (GS Paper-II: Government Scheme) 

7. Did animals develop complex brains to deal with challenging habitats? (GS Paper-III: Basic 

Science) 

8. Climate change threatens South Korea’s beloved kimchi (GS Paper-III: Environment) 

9. Sub-classification verdict through Ambedkar’s ideals (GS Paper-I: Society) 

10. From crisis to cascade of hope (GS Paper-II: River Water Dispute) 

11. What do we know about ANIIDCO?  (GS Paper-III: Development and Environment) 

12. Why has H.P. raised the marriageable age for women? (GS Paper-I: Society) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA): 
• The Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) is a controversial law in India that grants extensive powers to the Indian Armed Forces in 

areas designated as "disturbed areas." 

• These areas are typically regions experiencing high levels of insurgency, militancy, or violence. 

Key Provisions of AFSPA: 
• Warrantless Search and Seizure: Armed forces personnel can conduct searches and seizures without warrants. 
• Arrest and Detention: They can arrest and detain individuals without warrants for up to 180 days. 
• Use of Force: Armed forces personnel have the power to use force, even if it results in death, if they believe it is necessary for 

the maintenance of public order. 
• Protection from Prosecution: Armed forces personnel are generally protected from prosecution for acts done "in good faith" while 

exercising their powers under AFSPA. 

Controversies and Criticisms: 
• Human Rights Violations: AFSPA has been criticized for its potential for human rights abuses, including extrajudicial killings, torture, and 

sexual violence. 
• Lack of Accountability: The protection from prosecution provided to armed forces personnel under AFSPA has been questioned, as it 

can make it difficult to hold individuals accountable for wrongdoing. 
• Impact on Civilians: The law has had a significant impact on civilian life in areas where it is in force, leading to fear, insecurity, and 

restrictions on civil liberties. 

Recent Developments: 
• Public Protests: There have been widespread protests against AFSPA, particularly in regions like Kashmir and the Northeast, demanding 

its repeal or modification. 
• Government Stance: The Indian government has defended AFSPA, arguing that it is necessary for maintaining security and combating 

insurgency. 
• Calls for Reform: There have been calls for reforms to AFSPA, including stricter accountability mechanisms and limitations on the use of 

force. 
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   Madiga Dandora Movement 

• The Madiga Dandora Movement was a significant social and political movement launched by the Madiga community, a sub-caste of the 
Dalits, in Andhra Pradesh, India, during the 1970s and 1980s. 

• The movement aimed to address the socio-economic and political marginalization faced by the Madiga community and to demand their 
rights and dignity. 

Key Objectives: 
• Social Justice: To achieve social justice and equality for the Madiga community. 
• Economic Empowerment: To improve the economic conditions of the Madiga community through education, employment 

opportunities, and access to resources. 
• Political Representation: To secure adequate political representation for the Madiga community in government bodies. 
• Cultural Identity: To preserve and promote Madiga cultural heritage. 

Strategies: 
• Agitations and Protests: The movement organized various forms of agitations and protests, including rallies, marches, and strikes. 
• Awareness Campaigns: The movement conducted awareness campaigns to educate the Madiga community about their rights and to 

mobilize support. 
• Political Mobilization: The Madiga Dandora Movement formed political organizations to participate in elections and advocate for their 

demands. 

Impact: 
• Social Change: The movement played a crucial role in raising awareness about the issues faced by the Madiga community and 

challenging the prevailing social hierarchies. 
• Political Representation: The Madiga Dandora Movement contributed to the emergence of Madiga leaders in politics and secured a 

degree of political representation. 
• Economic Empowerment: The movement's efforts led to some improvements in the economic conditions of the Madiga community, 

through initiatives such as education and skill development programs. 

Recent Updates: 
• Continued Struggles: While the Madiga Dandora Movement has achieved some gains, the Madiga community continues to face 

challenges such as poverty, discrimination, and lack of opportunities. 
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Mahad Satyagraha 
• The Mahad Satyagraha was a significant social and political movement led by Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar in 1927. 

• It aimed to challenge the discriminatory practices of untouchability and caste-based segregation in India. 

Key Events: 
• March 20, 1927: Dr. Ambedkar led a group of Dalits, formerly known as "untouchables," to the Chavdar Talao, a water tank 

in Mahad, Maharashtra. 
• Defiance of Caste Restrictions: The Dalits defied the social norms of untouchability by drinking water from the tank, 

which was traditionally reserved for higher castes. 
• Symbolic Protest: The act was a powerful symbol of resistance against the caste system and a demand for equality and social 

justice. 
• Mass Movement: The Mahad Satyagraha inspired a wider movement against untouchability, gaining support from various 

social and political organizations. 

Kalaram Temple Entry Movement 
• The Kalaram Temple Entry Movement was another significant struggle for Dalit rights in India. 

• It aimed to challenge the discriminatory practice of denying Dalits entry into temples. 

Events: 
• 1930s: The movement gained momentum, with Dalits organizing protests and demonstrations demanding temple entry. 
• Challenges and Opposition: The movement faced opposition from conservative elements within Hindu society. 

• Legal Battles: Dalit leaders fought legal battles to challenge the discriminatory practices of temple entry. 

 

 

  
 

Exercise Tarang Shakti  
• Exercise Tarang Shakti 24 is a significant 

multilateral air exercise conducted by the Indian 
Air Force. 

• It aims to enhance interoperability, cooperation, 
and understanding among participating air forces. 

• Participants: The exercise involves air forces 
from various countries, including India, Australia, 
Greece, Sri Lanka, the UAE, Japan, Singapore, 
and the United States. 

• Scope: The exercise covers a wide range of aerial 
warfare activities, such as air superiority, air 
defense, close air support, and intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR). 

• Locations: The exercise typically takes place in 
multiple locations across India, providing 
participants with opportunities to train in diverse 
terrains and conditions. 

Recent Updates: 
• Second Phase in Jodhpur: The second phase of Exercise Tarang Shakti 24 was held at Air Force Station Jodhpur 

from August 30 to September 13, 2024. 

• Australian Participation: For the first time, Australia deployed combat aircraft, including EA-18G Growler electronic 
warfare aircraft, to participate in the exercise. 

• Focus on Interoperability: The exercise emphasized developing interoperability among participating air forces, 
ensuring seamless coordination and cooperation in joint operations. 
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Did animals develop complex brains to deal with challenging habitats? (5 
September) 
Traditionally, complex behaviour has been linked to brain size and the brain-to-body size ratio. But researchers have unearthed 
new insights. Analysing the brains of lizard species in Puerto Rico, a new study has spotted a link between diverse habitats and 
brain complexity 

• Many people are afraid of reptiles, but Levi Storks, an evolutionary biologist, became interested in lizards as a child by catching and observing them. 

• Dr. Storks now studies reptiles like lizards to understand how their brains and behaviors are connected. 

• Traditionally, brain size and the brain-to-body ratio were believed to determine complex behavior, but recent research shows a more complicated relationship. 

• Dr. Storks and his team studied lizards in Puerto Rico and found that living in more complex habitats may lead to more complex brain development. 

• They believe animals in diverse environments need to navigate more challenging surroundings, which might increase cognitive demands. 

• Anoles, a specific type of lizard common in the Americas, can change color, have a throat fan (dewlap), and adhesive toe pads for climbing. 

• Puerto Rico has a variety of ecosystems, such as tropical rainforests and dry forests, with many unique and endangered species. 

• Dr. Storks and his team went to Puerto Rico in 2019 and 2021 to collect lizard specimens. 

• Puerto Rico is rich in anoles (a type of lizard), making it a great place to study them. 

• The team collected 64 anoles from six different species, but they all had similar ecological roles and shared traits. 

• Genetic data showed that these anole species had a common ancestor 20–30 million years ago, meaning they are closely related. 

• Studying closely related species helps researchers isolate the effect of habitats on their brains and behavior. 

• The six species studied were Anolis evermanni, Anolis stratulus, Anolis cristatellus, Anolis gundlachi, Anolis krugi, and Anolis pulchellus. 

• Previous research in 2014 provided data on how complex the habitats of these anoles were. 
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• Researchers observed how these lizards moved through their environments, noting things like the number of branches, barriers, and distances they had to 

navigate. 

• The anoles were divided into three habitat groups: 'grass bush,' 'trunk ground,' and 'trunk crown.' 

• Lizards living on tree trunks have a simpler path (like navigating a country road), while those in the tree crowns face more complex challenges (like winding 

through a city). 

• Different habitats create different levels of complexity for the lizards. 

Neurons in complex habitats 
• The team airlifted the lizards from Puerto Rico to their lab in Detroit for brain analysis. 

• They dissected the brains to study neurological differences between the species. 

• Brain processing depends on factors like neuron number, plasticity, and signal speed. 

• Recently, neuron density has been considered a good indicator of brain processing ability. 

• The team focused on three brain areas: the telencephalon (higher thinking, sensory integration), cerebellum (motor coordination), and the rest (sensory input and 

motor output). 

• They found that in more complex habitats, anoles had more neurons in the telencephalon and other brain parts (except the cerebellum). 

• Lizards living in complex environments, like the tree canopy, had denser neurons compared to those living on tree trunks or shrubs. 

• The study suggests habitat differences may cause neuroanatomy differences in anoles. 

• Similar studies on other animals (like wall lizards and fish) also found better brain performance in complex habitats. 

Brain’s role in evolution 
• Around 320 million years ago, reptiles, mammals, and birds had a common ancestor. 

• Over time, evolution made these animals look, behave, and function very differently. 

• Despite differences, they share similarities in brain structure. 

• Dr. Storks finds it fascinating that from one type of brain, various species now have similar but slightly different brains. 

• The brain is a powerful organ that constantly changes. 

• There is a lot of research on the human brain, but not much on how brains evolved or how they work differently in different species. 

• Understanding these differences is important for studying evolution. 

Climate change threatens South Korea’s beloved kimch (5 September) 
• Climate change is affecting South Korea's famous kimchi, especially the napa cabbage used to make it. 

• Napa cabbage grows best in cooler climates, but rising temperatures are making it harder to grow. 

• If the climate keeps warming, South Korea may struggle to grow napa cabbage in the future. 

• Ideal temperatures for cabbage growth are between 18 and 21 degrees Celsius, but summers are getting too hot. 

• Farmers and kimchi makers are noticing that the cabbage is becoming spoiled and mushy due to the heat. 

• The area used for cabbage farming has reduced by more than half in the last 20 years, from 8,796 ha to 3,995 ha. 

• By 2090, it is predicted that cabbage might no longer be grown in the highlands due to climate change. 

• Higher temperatures, unpredictable rains, pests, and fungal infections are making it difficult for farmers. 

• South Korea's kimchi industry is also facing competition from cheaper kimchi imports from China. 

• The government is using climate-controlled storage to manage shortages, and scientists are developing new cabbage varieties that can withstand warmer 

climates. 
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Sub-classification verdict through Ambedkar’s ideals (5 September) 

• The Supreme Court of India delivered a judgment on August 1, 2024, in the case of State of Punjab vs Davinder Singh 

regarding the sub-classification of reservations. 

• This judgment promotes social justice and is a significant development in Indian social jurisprudence, focusing on 

ensuring that the most neglected sections among Dalits (Scheduled Castes) benefit from reservations. 

• The sub-classification idea is in line with B.R. Ambedkar's principles of fraternity and cooperation, encouraging mutual 

respect among Scheduled Castes. 

• The judgment, however, includes unnecessary comments on the varna system and the concept of the creamy layer. 

• B.R. Ambedkar dedicated his life to securing social and civil justice for oppressed sections, particularly the former 

untouchables. 

• He also advocated for separate cultural rights for these groups, although the dominant Hindu caste system often 

resisted these efforts. 

• Ambedkar highlighted the divisions within the caste system and urged unity among Scheduled Castes to eliminate 

these internal divisions. 

• His contributions to social justice were not just theoretical but practical, as seen in his leadership of movements like 

the Mahad Satyagraha and the Kalaram Temple entry, which fought against caste-based discrimination. 

• Despite opposition from Brahminical forces, Ambedkar remained committed to creating a just and equal society for all. 
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• A book on Dalit food in Marathawada highlights that different jatis (castes) within the Dalit community experience 

varying degrees of discrimination. 

• The author shares that in his village, the Mang caste was considered the lowest, followed by the Mahars. Even these 

two castes were considered untouchable by Chamars, showing graded inequality within the Dalit community. 

• B.R. Ambedkar also emphasized this concept of graded inequality in his sociological work. 

• The Supreme Court's sub-classification judgment aims to address such internal inequalities by recognizing the 

different realities of each caste within the Scheduled Castes (SC) community. 

• This judgment aligns with Ambedkar's vision of social justice by acknowledging the diverse experiences of deprivation 

and discrimination among Dalits. 

• However, the sub-classification decision has faced criticism from some influential Dalit groups who fear that it might 

reduce their political power and fragment the Dalit community. 

• This criticism assumes that there is a single unified Dalit movement, but in reality, there have been various Dalit 

movements with differing political agendas. 

• Some leading Dalit groups criticize the sub-classification judgment, overlooking the different forms of Dalit politics that 

share a common Ambedkarite consciousness. 

• The Madiga Dandora movement, active for 30 years, is wrongly viewed as separate from Ambedkar's ideals, but it is very 

much part of his vision. 

Gap between allocations for health, outcomes in States (5 

September) 

• The full potential of the Union Budget allocations for the health sector depends on how well the States handle various 

factors. 

• Many health sector allocations are for Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS), where States share the cost and are 

responsible for implementing the programs. 

• The success of these schemes is influenced by the financial and operational capacity of the States. 

• Two key CSS initiatives by the central government aim to improve health infrastructure: 

1. Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM): Focuses on building health and 

wellness centres, public health units, labs, and hospital blocks to prepare for future emergencies like pandemics. 

2. Human Resources for Health and Medical Education (HRHME): Aims to expand medical personnel by setting up 

new colleges and increasing seats, while upgrading district hospitals and linking them with new medical colleges. 

• Despite these initiatives, actual expenditure on them has been low. In 2022-23, only about 29% of the allocated funds 

for PM-ABHIM were used, and the revised estimates for 2023-24 show a utilization of only 50%, but actual spending is 

expected to be lower. 

• HRHME also saw low fund utilization, with only about a quarter of the allocated budget being spent in both 2022-23 and 

2023-24. 

• Due to low fund usage, the Budget allocations for both PM-ABHIM and HRHME were reduced in the full Budget 

compared to the interim Budget. 

Several factors contribute to the low utilization of funds under the PM-ABHIM scheme: 

• Around 60% of resources for health and wellness centers (AB-HWC) were to come from the 15th Finance Commission's 

health grants, but only 45% of these grants were used from 2021-22 to 2023-24. The complex execution process has 

been a hurdle. 

• States were required to integrate various public health labs to avoid duplication, which involved significant 

reorganization and coordination, delaying progress. 

 

 

• Many components, like block public health units (BPHUs) and critical care hospital blocks (CCHBs), involve 

construction, and rigid procedures have delayed fund absorption. 

• Overlapping funding sources for similar activities has added complexity. 

Under the HRHME scheme, even if funds were better used for infrastructure, there are challenges in recruiting teaching 

faculty: 

• A study showed that 40% of teaching positions in new All India Institutes of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and 30% in 

medical colleges in Uttar Pradesh were vacant in 2022. 

• This shortage of specialists affects the ability to set up new medical colleges and upgrade district hospitals into 

medical colleges. 

• Staffing for CCHBs also requires specialists, but many positions are vacant, particularly in rural and urban health 

centers. 

State governments face financial challenges: 

• States will have to cover the ongoing costs of maintaining the infrastructure built under PM-ABHIM and HRHME after 

2025-26, as the Union government’s support ends then. 

• States need to plan for these recurring expenses and create enough fiscal space to maintain these projects, in addition 

to funding other health schemes. 



PATRIOTIC IAS: PAIDLEYGANJ ROAD, GORAKHPUR CONTACT US: 9971932488 
 

In summary, turning capital expenditures into effective health outcomes requires: 

• States having enough financial capacity to cover ongoing expenses. 

• Solving human resource shortages, particularly specialists. 

• Improving financial management to execute schemes and use grants effectively. 

Trading up (5 September) 

World Bank’s growth prognosis for India moots some policy shifts 

• The World Bank has increased its GDP growth forecast for India for 2024-25 to 7%, up from its earlier estimate of 6.6%. 

• This aligns with the forecasts from the International Monetary Fund and Asian Development Bank but is slightly lower 

than the 7.2% forecast by the RBI and Fitch Ratings. 

• Earlier, India’s growth projections were modest due to strong 8.2% growth last year, weak global economic conditions, 

restrictive monetary policies, and geopolitical tensions. 

• The World Bank expects global growth to remain at 2.6%, the same as last year, but well below pre-pandemic levels. 

• Despite global challenges, India’s growth is projected to remain strong at 7%, though risks like supply chain  

disruptions, rising commodity prices, and potential inflation could pose challenges. 

• Private consumption in India is expected to rise by 5.7%, and the farm sector is projected to grow by 4.1%, improving 

from last year's slow growth. 

• The recovery in the farm sector could help rural demand and support private investment in the medium term, with GDP 

growth hovering around 6.5%-6.7% in the coming years. 

• While the Production Linked Incentive schemes and new Employment-Linked Incentives are aimed at boosting private 

manufacturing and jobs, they may not create enough jobs for India’s growing workforce. 

• India’s global trade share is low compared to the size of its economy, and the country has not fully seized opportunities 

from China’s reduction in labor-intensive production. 

• The World Bank flagged concerns about a decline in export-related jobs over the past decade, partly due to a shift 

towards capital- and skill-intensive exports. 

• Though India has taken steps like signing free trade agreements, new barriers to goods, services, and investments have 

slowed progress. 

• The World Bank recommends reducing tariffs, non-tariff barriers, and foreign direct investment (FDI) restrictions, and 

suggests reconsidering India’s reluctance to join trade agreements like the RCEP. 

• Indian policymakers are urged to act on this advice to boost trade and economic growth. 

Death for rape (5 September) 

Homes and workplaces must first be made safe for women 

• Calls for the death penalty after heinous sexual crimes have become common, leading governments to pass laws or 

ordinances to meet these demands. 

• The criminal laws were amended in 2013 following a brutal rape in Delhi, and several states like Madhya Pradesh, 

Rajasthan, and Andhra Pradesh have introduced stricter punishments for sexual assault. 

• Recently, the West Bengal Assembly passed the Aparajita Women and Child (West Bengal Criminal Laws Amendment) 

Bill, 2024, after a doctor was raped and murdered in Kolkata. 
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• This Bill introduces the death penalty or life-long imprisonment for various rape-related offenses, including rape by a 

police officer, gang rape, and repeat offenders. 

• The Bill also establishes special courts for quicker trials and amends laws related to child sexual offenses to include 

the death penalty. 

• The Bill still requires the President's approval to become law. 

• There is little evidence that the death penalty acts as a deterrent to sexual crimes, yet governments respond with 

stricter laws following public outcry. 

• Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee emphasized the need for societal reforms rather than legal changes to address rape. 

• The Justice J.S. Verma Committee recommended against the death penalty for rape, arguing it was a regressive step. 

• Despite harsher laws, women continue to feel unsafe, and such incidents have also turned into political debates. 

• Governments should focus on enforcing existing laws effectively and ensuring police act impartially to prevent and 

punish sexual crimes. 

• True justice would be served by making workplaces and homes safer for women and removing barriers to their 

progress. 

 
 

 

From crisis to cascade of hope (5 September) 
• The Cauvery river is now calm, which is a relief for both Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

• In early July, both states were facing a water crisis due to low rainfall. 
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• However, since mid-July, heavy rains dramatically improved the situation, bringing a large amount of water into the river. 

• Tamil Nadu moved from having a water deficit to an "over surplus" within 15 days. 

• By the end of August, Tamil Nadu received its full share of water for July and August, as per the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) and the Supreme Court's 

rulings. 

• As of September 2, Tamil Nadu has received about 181 tmc ft of water, which exceeds its annual share of 177.25 tmc ft for the entire year (until May 2025). 

• The Tribunal and the Court have set Tamil Nadu's share of water for July at 31.24 tmc ft, for August at 45.95 tmc ft, and for September at 36.76 tmc ft. 

• The southwest monsoon is crucial for both states, as it brings the highest amount of water during this period. 

• Despite initial concerns, the 2024-25 water year has been positive for both Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

Implementation mechanism 
• This year has seen a much higher water realization for Tamil Nadu compared to the same period last year, when it received only 33.2 tmc ft. 

• In the past 30 years (1994-95 to 2023-24), there were 11 occasions when Tamil Nadu received less than 100 tmc ft during the June-September period, showing 

that distress occurs about once every three years. 

• The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) and the Supreme Court are crucial in ensuring the proper implementation of the final award of water 

distribution. 

• The CWMA, along with its assisting body, the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC), was tested in 2023-24, and their performance, despite some 

dissatisfaction from the states, can be considered satisfactory. 

• There is room for improvement in CWMA’s functioning, including more transparency in decision-making. Decisions should be made public quickly to prevent 

biased versions of events during water disputes. 

• Authentic information is essential in an inter-state water dispute like the Cauvery issue. 

• If the CWMA lacks manpower, the Union Ministry of Jal Shakti should step in to resolve the issue. 

• The CWMA should expand its composition to include not just government officials but also farmers, environmentalists, and independent water experts to provide 

a more diverse perspective. 

• The Union government could look to other models, such as the Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board Act, which includes non-official members 

to represent public and industrial interests. 

• The Tribunal’s recommendation on CWMA’s composition is not binding, and the Union government can adjust it to include non-official members, especially 

environmentalists, to address environmental degradation issues related to the river. 

Water shortage 
• Bengaluru faced a severe drinking water shortage earlier this year. 

• The Supreme Court allocated 4.75 tmc ft of water for Bengaluru in its 2018 judgment. 

• Karnataka is pushing for the ₹9,000-crore Mekedatu Balancing Reservoir-cum-Drinking Water Project, which is currently under review by the Central Water 

Commission. 

• Tamil Nadu opposes the project due to trust issues between the two states. 

• A potential solution is involving a third party, such as the Union government, to oversee and execute the Mekedatu project and other projects on the Cauvery 

river. 

• Previous efforts to involve a third party have failed since the 1990s, but another attempt can be made to ensure the water resource is utilized effectively rather 

than wasted. 
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What do we know about ANIIDCO? (5 September) 
Why has the qualifications of the Andaman and Nicobar Is lands Integrated Development Corporation come into question after it 
got permission to do a ₹72,000 crore mega infrastructure project in Great Nicobar? Does the company have a proper internal 
environmental governance system? 

• ANIIDCO (Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Corporation) is leading a ₹72,000 crore infrastructure project on Great Nicobar Island, promoted 

by NITI Aayog. 

• The project includes a trans-shipment port, greenfield airport, tourism and township developments, and solar and gas power plants. 

• ANIIDCO is a small, quasi-government agency based in Port Blair, incorporated in 1988 to exploit natural resources in an environmentally friendly manner. 

• Its main activities include trading petroleum products, liquor, milk, managing tourism resorts, and developing infrastructure. 

• ANIIDCO's average annual turnover is ₹370 crore, with a profit of ₹35 crore over the last three years. 

• Concerns are raised about ANIIDCO handling such a large, high-risk project, given the island's biodiversity, indigenous communities, and tectonic activity. 

• When ANIIDCO was appointed in July 2020, it had no environment policy or the necessary expertise to oversee the project. 

• In 2022, ANIIDCO began recruiting experts in urban planning, environment, and infrastructure. 

• In 2021, the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) questioned ANIIDCO's environmental governance, and ANIIDCO admitted it had no environment policy. 

• Despite these issues, the EAC granted environmental clearance for the project in November 2022. 

What are other conflicts of interests? 
• In 2022, the Conservation Action Trust filed a petition with the National Green Tribunal (NGT) challenging the forest clearance given to ANIIDCO for the Great 

Nicobar project. 

• The petition highlighted a conflict of interest: ANIIDCO's Managing Director was also the Commissioner of Environment and Forests, meaning ANIIDCO essentially 

approved its own project. 

• The Chief Secretary of the islands, who is also the chairman of ANIIDCO, was made part of the committee to address complaints against the project, raising 

concerns that ANIIDCO was evaluating itself again. 

• Several employees of ANIIDCO are civil servants responsible for environmental and tribal issues in the Andaman and Nicobar administration, further complicating 

oversight. 

• No responses were received from ANIIDCO or the authorities regarding the conflict of interest concerns. 

• Former administrators have mixed views: Lt Gen A.K. Singh (former Lieutenant Governor) believed ANIIDCO could handle the project but would need outside 

expert help, while Sanat Kaul (former Chief Secretary) criticized ANIIDCO’s ability to manage such a large project unless it was significantly upgraded with better 

staff.
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Why has H.P. raised the marriageable age for women? (5 September) 
What are the key provisions of the Bill? Why is the assent of the President required? What are the concerns? 

• Himachal Pradesh Assembly passed a Bill on August 27 to raise the minimum marriage age for women from 18 to 21. 

• The Bill is called the Prohibition of Child Marriage (Himachal Pradesh Amendment) Bill, 2024. 

• It aims to promote gender equality and improve women's welfare. 

• Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said this shows the government's commitment to women's welfare, and Himachal Pradesh is the first state to take this 

step. 

• Health Minister Dhani Ram Shandil said early marriage limits girls' education and potential, and leads to health problems due to early pregnancies. 

• The Bill changes the definition of a "child" in the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, to be anyone under 21, regardless of gender (previously it was 18 for girls 

and 21 for boys). 

• The Bill extends the time to annul a child marriage from two years to five years after reaching the age of 21, allowing both men and women to file until age 23. 

• A new provision ensures this Bill will override any conflicting existing laws. 

Is the President’s assent necessary? 
• Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla’s assent would usually be enough to make the Bill law. 

• However, since the Bill changes the minimum marriage age for women, it conflicts with the central Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006. 

• Article 254 of the Constitution states that if a State law conflicts with a central law on a subject like marriage (under the Concurrent List), the conflicting part of 

the State law becomes invalid. 

• To resolve this, the Bill must be sent to the President for approval. If the President approves, the State law will override the central law but only within that State. 

• Some experts, like Madhu Mera, express concerns that increasing the marriage age to 21 could lead to more cases of parents controlling or prosecuting daughters 

and their chosen partners. 

• A 2008 Law Commission Report recommended setting a uniform marriage age of 18 for both men and women, and the National Human Rights Commission 

supported this in 2018. 

Consumption choices shifting amid rural revival (5 September) 
• Rural demand in India is starting to improve. 

• A good monsoon and crop sowing progress could boost consumption, especially with an early festive season. 

• India's private consumption spending grew 7.4% between April and June, the highest in six quarters. 

• This growth was driven by demand for items like air conditioners (due to heatwaves) and other goods like TVs and mobile phones. 

• Most durable items had lower inflation, except for air conditioners, which helped drive demand. 

• In fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG), mixed production data suggests changing consumer preferences rather than weak demand. 

• Some items like biscuits and bread saw slight drops in sales (3%-5%), while products like coffee, tea, chocolates, and cakes had bigger drops (8%-18%). 

• Demand for roasted cashews, however, surged by 43%. 

 


